
																																																						 	

SUMMER READING! 
For students entering Mater Dei School: GRADES 1 and 2 

 The following is the information and guidelines for grades 1 and 2 
summer reading. However, before going into the book reports, we would 
like to emphasize that the most important thing your son should be doing 
this summer is reading each day. Ideally, he should be reading for about 
15-20 minutes each day. 

 The reading itself can take many forms. He can read silently or 
aloud. You also can share the reading with him in one of two ways: 

1. He reads a page, and then you read a page. Or, he reads a 
paragraph, and then you read a paragraph. When it is your turn, 
he should follow along. He can use an index card to help him keep 
his place (this is often very helpful, and we do this in school). 

2. He mimics your reading: you read a page (or line), and then he 
reads the same page (or line). Again, when you are reading, he is 
following along. This is an excellent way to encourage fluent 
reading. 

A combination of methods is best. He is less likely to balk at reading 
if you make it a special time or part of a routine. It is our hope that 
summer reading will be a fun, positive experience!  

Have a wonderful summer, 

Mrs. Dugan and Ms. Morrissey  

 

 



The Book Reports: 

How Many?: TWO (for both grades) 

What Books?: The reports must be from the Mater Dei list only. Please 
email us if you would like to read a book NOT on your grade’s list.  

Format?: Please use the blank form provided and follow all                
guidelines (see below) 

GRADE ONE 

ü Please use the blank form provided. 
ü He should write two or three sentences describing what he liked 

best about the book. 
ü He should draw a picture of his favorite part on the back. Using 

markers or crayons for the picture is encouraged! 

GRADE TWO 

ü Please use the blank form provided. 
ü He should write five or more sentences describing the main action, 

event, or problem in the story, and how it was solved. More pages 
can be printed or stapled together if he needs more. 

ü A picture is welcomed, but not required. 

How much help? Summarizing can be very difficult at this age. The most 
effective way to help your son is to have him tell you about the story 
before he begins to write. Use the format guide to question him and help 
him narrow the story down. Then HE should write the report.  

We understand that as the boys do these reports, they may have 
spelling errors, incomplete sentences, and possibly incorrect or nonexistent 
punctuation. We will work hard on all of this next year! You certainly may 
help your son, but please do not dictate the report to him. It should be 
HIS work and done as neatly as HE can make it. We expect the boys to 
try their best, but we are realistic about what each child’s best may be. 

Due Date? The boys should have the TWO reports the first day of school 
along with their supplies. A separate supply list goes home over the 
summer. 


